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July 12, 2000

ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. 00-46

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES
MUTUAL ASSISTANCE ASSOCIATIONS
STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS
FORUM CHAIRS
COUNTY REFUGEE COORDINATORS

SUBJECT: CHANGE OF DATE ASYLEES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR REFUGEE
ASSISTANCE

Effective June 15, 2000, individuals who are granted asylum are now eligible for refugee
assistance and services beginning on the date that they are granted asylum.  Prior to
this announcement, eligibility started with the month the asylee first arrived in the United
States.

The following documents will confirm both the status and the date asylum was granted:

•  Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) Form I-94 Arrival/Departure Card
noting that the individual has been admitted (granted asylum) under Section 208 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA).

•  INS Form I-94, with the admission codes AS-1, AS-2 or AS-3.

•  Order of an Immigration Judge Granting Asylum under Section 208 of the INA.

•  INS Form I-94 Arrival/Departure Card with Visa 93 (or V-93).

•  Asylum Approval Letter from an INS Asylum Office.

The change in policy is in conformance with the attached federal Office of Refugee
Resettlement's (ORR) State Letter 00-12 dated June 15, 2000, subject Asylee Eligibility
for Refugee Resettlement Program Benefits.

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL

[  ] State Law Change
[X] Federal Law or Regulation

Change
[  ] Court Order
[  ] Clarification Requested by

One or More Counties
[  ] Initiated by CDSS
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Should you have any questions, please contact Ms. Linda Keene, Refugee Programs
Branch, at (916) 654-2602 or lkeene@dss.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Original Signed by Bruce Wagstaff
On July 12, 2000

BRUCE WAGSTAFF
Deputy Director
Welfare to Work Division

Attachment

c:  CWDA
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